MULTICU

Drowning data for people born overseas,
visiting or living in Australia
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MULTICULTURAL POPULATIONS

Swimming skills and water safety knowledge among using clear messaging that is both culturally sensitive and
overseas visitors is known to be less robust than those educational. This requires specific information aimed at
who have grown up in Australia.?’?2 An increase in new overseas transient populations (such as holiday makers,
residents from a range of countries and cultures in recent seasonal workers or those visiting on short-term business),
years has important implications for drowning prevention new permanent residents and international students.?'
strategies to ensure everyone recreating in and around
Australia’s waterways remains safe. One element of this targeted approach is to encourage
greater cultural diversity among those working in the
There is, therefore, a need for tailored water safety aquatic industry in Australia, which can help to engage

strategies to target multicultural communities appropriately multicultural populations.
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10-Year Data Breakdown
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CHANGES IN THE AUSTRALIAN POPULATION*

(o) The overall growth rate
(o) of the overseas-born

population in 2016 was
of people currently speak a language other of all Australians were more than three times the
living in Australia than English at home, either born overseas or population as a whole
were born overseas most commonly had at least one parent ° °
Mandarin who was 5.1% VS 1.5%




RECOMMENDATIONS

Promote, reinforce and encourage implementation of the action
statements outlined in the 20718 Symposium on Addressing Drowning
Among Multicultural Communities.

Incorporate culturally diverse drowning perspectives into future
Australian Water Safety strategies and drowning reports.

Promote stronger cross-sector collaboration to reduce fatal and
non-fatal drowning among multicultural communities across
Australia.

Ensure greater opportunities to increase water safety knowledge
and skills are made available to high-risk populations.

Continue to advocate the value of learning swimming and water
safety skills, and knowledge of drowning prevention among
culturally diverse populations of all

Increase engagement with ethnic media to ensure that key
messages are being disseminated effectively and in a culturally
appropriate manner across multicultural communities.

Develop strategies to increase the cultural diversity of staff
across the aquatic industry to reflect the local community.

Engage with tourism agencies and operators to increase water safety
awareness and knowledge among overseas tourists.




